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29 March 2017 
 
 
Dear Mr Lindhurst, 

 
I’m writing to bring to the attention of the Economy Jobs and Fair work Committee a new 
Concordat relating to responsibilities for decommissioning of offshore renewables, which has 
recently been agreed between the UK Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy (BEIS) and Scottish Ministers.  
 
This Concordat sets out practical arrangements for the transfer of the UK Secretary of 
State’s Energy Act 2004 functions in relation to the decommissioning of offshore renewable 
energy installations to Scottish Ministers under the Scotland Act 2016, which will coincide 
with the devolution of the management of the Scottish Crown estate on 01 April 2017. 
 
The Committee will be aware that responsibility for the management of the Crown Estate’s 
economic assets in Scotland, and the revenue generated from these assets, is being 
transferred to Scottish Ministers on 01 April 2017 under Section 36 of the Scotland Act 2016. 
Ministers agreed that Transfer Scheme on 19 January 2017. Related to this, section 62 of 
the Scotland Act transfers to Scottish Ministers functions under the Energy Act 2004 relating 
to the decommissioning of offshore renewables.   
 
These functions include: powers to require and approve decommissioning programmes; to 
require financial security for a programme to be put in place by a security provider; to review 
the programme or financial security and require appropriate action; and, should that 
responsible party default, to ensure that the decommissioning programme is carried out. 
 
The Concordat has been published on the Scottish Government website at the following 
address: 
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/offshore-renewable-decommissioning-concordat/ 
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The Concordat operates in accordance with the principles outlined in the Memorandum of 
Understanding on Intergovernmental Relations and Supplementary Agreements between the 
UK Government, Scottish Government, Welsh Government and the Northern Ireland 
Executive, and is consistent with and complemented by other guidance on common working 
arrangements. 
 
I am content that the Concordat represents a sensible and fair arrangement for the handover 
of these responsibilities which minimises Scotland’s exposure to historic liabilities out with 
Scotland’s control. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PAUL WHEELHOUSE 


